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The RSA draws its competitors 
from all over Ireland so we thought 
it timely to create a quarterly 
news bulletin to inform all our 
supporters and friends of activities 
and developments.

We are at a cross-roads in Irish 
motorsport.  On one hand event 
insurance demands have created 
serious financial pressures. On 
the other hand, there are an ever 
increasing number of potential 
competitors wanting to get involved.  

As we emerge from the financial 
challenges of 2008 the RSA remains 
focused on the grassroots clubman, 
with a determination to offer as many 
cost effective options as possible for 
this special sector of our sport.   

We hope you enjoy our first ever 
news bulletin and if you, or any of 
your colleagues, have ideas or content 
suggestions please don’t hesitate 
in letting us know. As always we 
welcome your input; it is your sport 
after all.

A Warm Welcome...

Recognition of our Champions
Additional recognition is to be given 
to our class champions at both 
Ô SpecialÕ  and Ô ChampionshipÕ  events.  
Class champion RSA adhesive plates 
will be presented confirming status for 
the incoming year.  Winners are asked to 
attach them to the respective vehicles.  
Irish class champions will carry ‘IRL’.  

Northern Irish class champions ‘NI’.  
Irish Open class champions ‘O’, with 
the Irish Grand Prix class winners 
carrying ‘GP’.    This recognition offers 
a unique publicity opportunity when 
hoping to retain, or trying to attract 
commercial support.

Recognition of our Champions

The dates and details for our winter events 
are detailed below.

WINTER CHAMPIONSHIPS 2017/18
Sat 4th Nov Mondello (Summer Final/Irl 1)
Sat 18th Nov Aghadowey (Nl 1)
Wed 27th Dec Nutts Corner 

(NI 2/Xmas Cracker)
Sat 30th Dec Tynagh (New Year Irish National)
Sun 21st Jan Nutts Corner (Nl 3)
Sat 10th Feb Mondello (Irish Open/ Irl 2) 
 Sat 17th Feb Aghadowey (Nl 4)
Sat 10th Mar Mondello (Irl 3 & Prizegiving)
Sun 18th Mar Nutts Corner    

(Nl 5 & Prizegiving)

2018 Summer Championship 'Early' Dates
Sat 7th Apr Aghadowey
Sun 15th Apr Tynagh

We will have a three round IRL ‘Adventure 
Ireland’ Irish Winter Championship this winter 
at Mondello Park which will be held on the 
4th of November, the 10th of February and 
the 10th of March which incorporates our 
Halloween Stages event in November and the 
Irish Open event in February together with 
another new (St Patricks event) date in March.

For the first time we have created a new 
event - The New Year Irish National to be 
held at Pallas Motorsport Centre at Tynagh on 
Saturday the 30th December to blow away the 
Christmas cobwebs in readiness for the New 
Year

The NI ‘Adventure Ireland’ Northern Ireland 
Winter Championship starts at Aghadowey 
on the 18th November followed by the ever 
popular ‘Christmas Cracker’ event at Nutts 
Corner on the 27th December. We then have a 
further three rounds at Aghadowey and Nutts 
Corner in January and  February and the final 
round and prize giving will be held in March at 
Nutts Corner. 

Winter Event 
Dates & Details 
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Mini Cup Gains Momentum

The Mini Cup concept was created at 
the beginning of 2017.  It is anticipated 
we will have 10-12 participants by 
the end of this first season. The cars 
currently compete in class 4.  When 
6 regular competitors register and 
compete in Mini Cup cars it will be 
given separate class status for the next 
Championship.  

Sponsorship arrangements with a variety 
of commercial interests including Toyo 
Tires are already in place.  The iconic 
Mini name will undoubtedly generate a 
considerable level of public awareness 
and interest.  RSA is confident it will be 
a hugely competitive, fun class. 

Only the R50 Mini One and Cooper 
variant cars built between the year 2000 
and 2006 inclusive are eligible.  The 
build specification is documented on the 
RSA website.  Like the original Nova 
Challenge competitors as young as 
12years old, under adult supervision, are 
permitted to compete - what a wonderful 
‘bonding’ opportunity. Co-operation 
arrangements are in place with Safety 
Devices, Cobra Seats, Demon Tweeks, 
Toyo Tires and Superchips. RSA can also 
supply information to help simplify car 

preparation.  For example, floor pan kits 
together with bonnet and boot retaining 
pin templates are available.  We also 
offer a full/part car conversion service, 
which will be carried out in our own 
Portadown workshop.

Rust free donor cars can be purchased 
in the region of £1000 or less.   When 
the ECU has been reprogrammed 
to Mini Cup RSA specification by 
Superchips, they claim a 30% increase 
in horsepower. The modification leaves 
the car serious fun to drive when coupled 
with the superb wet and dry handling 
characteristics of the Toyo Proxxes 

R88R tyres. Using the kit of new parts 
(list available on our website) costing 
£2320+VAT, a really nice competition 
ready car with tyres and decals can be 
prepared for under £4000!   New and 
used parts are also readily available 
nationwide.  Importantly the build 
specification satisfies MSA, MI and The 
Scottish Mini Cooper Cup regulations.  
These important links create a resale 
opportunity and value outside the RSA.   

The R50 1600cc BMW engine is 
bullet proof.  However the early 2000 
- 03 Midland gear box was found to be 
suspect.   Keep this in in mind when 
selecting the donor car. The intention is 
to build the RSA Mini Cup into a really 
special ‘one make’ series in Ireland for 
both juniors and adults.  Interested then 
click on ‘Mini Cup’ in our website, or 
call RSA +44 (0)28 38393344 or +44 
(0)7788598461
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During 2017 the 1000cc Nissan Micra 
was introduced into Class 1 and 2 and 
has proved to be an instant success. It 
is seriously affordable with complete 
cars costing well under £/Û 1000.  
The performance in totally standard 
specification is really quite impressive.  
They are extremely reliable and from the 
smiles on the faces of the competitors 
are serious ‘craic’. At our last event 
at Aghadowey we had eight ‘Micra’ 
competitors and we understand at least 
another four cars are being built for our 
Winter Championship events.  The idea 
was the brainchild by a group of regular 
competitors from Donegal and has 
attracted a number of new participants 
this year.  RSA supports this initiative as 
an ideal way to encourage newcomers, 
both juniors and adults, into Rallysport.  
It is an affordable replacement for the 
very successful Vauxhall Nova/Corsa 
Challenge created in 2002.

The decision has been taken to create 
The Nissan Micra Challenge, beginning 
in the 2017/18 Northern Ireland 
Winter Championship.   We will also 
introduce it into the 2017/18 Irish Winter 
Championship, if sufficient interest is 
expressed.

We are very pleased to announce that the 
NI winter series will become an annual 
championship called The Ryan Bradley 
Memorial Cup, courtesy of the support 
and interest in entry level motorsport of 
Ryan’s family.   We are eternally grateful.   
# 53 Ryan was a great supporter of the 
RSA before he moved to mainstream 

rallying.  We now have this unique 
opportunity to forever remember Ryan 
the competitor and his valuable support.

The cars must be in a standard 
production condition with only a roll 
cage, 2 bucket seats, harnesses, a hand 
held fire extinguisher and bonnet and 
boot lid retaining pins. Modification to 
the ignition timing in order to optimise 
the use of Super Unleaded fuel is 
allowed.   Competition brake pads are 
also permitted, but only Toyo Proxxes 
888 & 888R or ‘Road Legal’ tyres can be 
used.  We are reliably informed a fully 
built competition ready car will cost in 
the region of £/€600 - 1000.   One of our 
established, long supporting competitors 
Hugh Watson, is preparing cars and 
providing technical support for this 
series.  Hugh can be contacted on 07765 
306781. 

We anticipate this Challenge to grow 
substantially during the 2018 season.  
For additional information phone The 
RSA on +44 (0) 28 38393344 or +44 (0) 
7788 598461.

Micra Challenge
Pre event planning requires venue 
booking, with a deposit, well in 
advance, together with medical 
support, and at some events, 
even toilets. 18 + experienced 
staff are needed in order to make 
these events happen safely and 
smoothly.  They must book time 
off in advance from their main 
line of work. You will appreciate 
there is a lot involved before the 
first car leaves the start line. 

Unfortunately there is a growing 
tendency to leave the entry 
booking to the last minute, or 
indeed sometimes even later.  
You will appreciate this practice 
is exceptionally stressful.  RSA 
must commit finance and make 
arrangements sometimes not 
knowing if the event is viable.  
The last thing we want to do is 
introduce a ‘Late Entry Penalty’ 
as a lever to getting entries in 
before the Wednesday evening 
prior to the event.   If the current 
attitude to entering at the last 
minute or not pre entering at all 
and just turning up continues, we 
will have no option but to impose 
a late entry fee.  RSA does not 
wish to travel down this road.  
Please help by getting your entry 
in nice and early.  All we ask is 
for your cooperation.  We can then 
run smooth and efficient events 
with all our regular support crew 
and avoid the cancellation fees 
demanded by the venues.

Entering of Events

A new sponsor, Adventure Ireland has been confirmed 
for both the Irish and NI Winter Championships.   
After 25 years in the events industry this is a new direction 
for Protosport.  The focus is on the activity adventure sector 
and will deliver over 100 fun event experiences for all 
ages.  From stag and hen parties to youth events and family 
fun days Adventure Ireland will meet you’re every need – 
hassle free. 

Visit on line at adventureIreland.events to see the superb 
range of activities available.
Gift Voucher packages are an ideal gift at any time of the 
year.  All the activities listed on the website can be tailored 
to meet the voucher recipient’s needs.  If you are organising 
or know of someone thinking of planning an event take the 
Adventure Ireland route.  

Sponsor News...

www.adventureireland.events

During 2017 the 1000cc Nissan Micra 
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To keep all our competitors and friends informed of how each event unfolded a short 
news report will be included. There will be a ‘link’ to our web site archive showing 
overall and class results and the current championship standings.

RSA Vouchers, Clothing    
& Merchandise.

A new range for 2018 of personalised RSA clothing 
will be available in November ready in time for 
Christmas.  The items can be seen and ordered on 
line from our website www.therallysportassociation.
com    Phone orders can be made by calling +44 
(0)7788 598461.  RSA entry fee and merchandise 
gift vouchers are now available for any value and 
make an ideal gift for the motorsport enthusiast.  

The vouchers can be personalised with the recipient’s name and a short message, 
ordered online and sent by email.  Posted vouchers will incur an additional printing 
and postage charge of £3 for standard delivery and £6 for overnight Royal Mail special 
Delivery.    

Technical Information 
We are more than happy to share 
technical information among our 
competitors so if you have any 
special tools, parts, solutions 
or other ‘trick of the trade’ and 
want to share or sell to others 

just email your information and images to us here 
at the RSA and we will include it in this section.   
Your contribution will be acknowledged.

The RSA has a diverse range of competitors from all over Ireland 
from 12 year old juniors through to seasoned campaigners with 
stories to tell and many with way too many miles on the clock.  

The plan is to profile one or two of our interesting characters in a 
short article covering, for example, their background, experiences in 

motorsport, day jobs, and any other interests. If you would like to be involved or know 
of someone with an interesting story to tell just email us on info@rallysportassociation.
com or call on +44(0)7788 598461. 

Event Reports and Archive

Finally... 
We hope you have enjoyed our first News Bulletin and if you have any comments, 
suggestions or ideas that you would like to be included just send an email to:
info@therallysportassociation.com

Championships 
Updates 

The details and current driver             
standings of all our Championships are 

available on our website 
www.therallysportassociation.com/results

For Sale:
Corsa B Three and Four 

door body panels. 

Sheane Mud Plugger.          
VW engine, going well, 
ideal for kids and adult 
fun- offers around £500

 Tel: +44 (0)7788 
598461.

Volvo 740GL Estate
1989, mechanically 

perfect and onthe button, 
ideal restoration project 
offers in the region of 

£500
Tel: +44 (0) 7788 

598461

Wanted

A section in our News Bulletin 
will include a Sales and Wanted 

section. The classified section for 
cars and parts will be free to RSA 

competitors.  Trade advertising 
is available at minimal cost and 

will be used to help cover Bulletin 
production.   Just send your images 
and information to us by email at 

info@therallysportassociation.com 
and we will do the rest.

FOR SALE 
& WANTED

Driver Profiles and Backgrounds


